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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -5, 7-1 3, 1 5-29, 31 , 32, 34-42, and 44-48 are pending and no claims 
have been amended in this communication filed 3/11/08 entered as Response to Non- 
Final Action. No claims have been amended in this communication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-5, 7-13, 15-29, 31, 32, 34-42, and 44-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over (US 5,577,109) Stimson et al, hereafter Stimson in 
view of (US 6,473,500) Risafi et al, hereafter Risafi. 

As per claims I and 26, Stimson discloses, A method of issuing and transacting 
charge numbers by an issuing and transaction system using an electronic 
communications network (58), comprising: receiving a plurality of valid charge numbers 
from an issuing bank, wherein each valid charge number is acceptable to an entity that 
accepts valid charge numbers that are provided to a charge settlement network and 
routed by the charge settlement network to the issuing and transaction system for 
validating transactions(col. 3, line 55- col. 4, line 4); storing the plurality of valid, charge 
numbers in a memory device of the issuing and transaction system(col. 2, line 50- col. 
3, line 6); establishing a prepaid cash account for a user in exchange for cash (col. 5, 
line 65 -col. 6, line 19); detecting a request by the user via the electronic 
communications network for one of a plurality of valid charge numbers (col. 6, lines 20- 
44); associating one of the plurality of valid charge numbers with the prepaid cash 
account (col. 6, lines 45-65); providing, via the electronic communications network, the 
associated valid charge number in response to the request (col. 7, lines 26-45); 
detecting, via the charge settlement network, a purchase transaction using the 
associated valid charge number between the user and a merchant (col. 6, line 66-col. 7, 
line 25); and authorizing the purchase transaction if a cash balance of the prepaid cash 
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account is sufficient for a purcliase amount of tlie purcliase transaction (col. 6, lines 20- 
44). Stimson did not expressly disclose the charge numbers were from an issuing bank. 
Risafi discloses, the charge numbers are from an issuing bank (col. 7, lines 19-55) It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the cards issued from a bank and to modify in Stimson with the 
teachings of Risafi because this would allow Stimson to have a pre-paid card with a 
unique identifier with the capability to exchange the card for currency and to transfer 
funds from a pre-paid card account to a merchant account if the transaction is 
authorized. 

As per claims 2 and 27, Stimson discloses, wherein providing the selected valid 
charge number by the issuing and transaction system comprises providing the selected 
valid charge number to the user (col. 6, lines 20-44). 

As per claims 3 and 28, Stimson failed to disclose, wherein providing the 
selected valid charge number by the issuing and transaction system comprises 
providing the selected valid charge number to the user via a telephonic network. Risafi 
discloses, wherein providing the selected valid charge number by the issuing and 
transaction system comprises providing the selected valid charge number to the user 
via a telephonic network (col. 7, line 56-col. 8, line 4). 

As per claims 4 and 29, Stimson failed to disclose, wherein the detecting a 
request comprises detecting an online purchase transaction between an online 
merchant and the user via a computer communications network. Risafi discloses, 
wherein the detecting a request comprises detecting an online purchase transaction 
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between an online mercliant and tlie user via a computer communications networl< (col. 
10, lines 32-67). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify in Stimson with the teachings of Risafi because 
such a modification would allow Stimson to have a means of making an online purchase 
from an online merchant. 

As per claims 5 and 32, Stimson failed to disclose, further comprising: the 
detecting a request comprises detecting, by the issuing and transaction system, an 
online purchase transaction between an online merchant and the user via a computer 
communications network; and the providing the selected valid charge number by the 
issuing and transaction system comprises providing the selected valid charge number to 
the online merchant via the computer communications network. Risafi discloses, the 
detecting a request comprises detecting, by the issuing and transaction system, an 
online purchase transaction between an online merchant and the user via a computer 
communications network; and the providing the selected valid charge number by the 
issuing and transaction system comprises providing the selected valid charge number to 
the online merchant via the computer communications network (col. 10, line 32-col. 11, 
line 17). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify in Stimson with the teachings of Risafi because such a 
modification would allow Stimson to perform Internet shopping without having to provide 
sensitive account information to the merchant. 
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As per claims 7 and 31 , Stimson discloses, further comprising: expiring, by the 
issuing and transaction system, the selected one of the plurality of valid charge 
numbers employed to consummate the purchase transaction (col. 6 lines 45-65). 

As per claims 8 and 32, Stimson discloses, expiring, by the issuing and 
transaction system, each of the plurality of provided valid charge numbers used to 
consummate the plurality of purchase transactions (col. 7, lines 2-25). These 
dependent claims are also rejected for the similar rationale as above for claims 1 and 
26. 

As per claim 9, Stimson discloses. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
clearing, by a merchant, the purchase transaction via a charge settlement network (col. 
4, line 66- col. 5, line 6). 

As per claim 1 0, Stimson discloses. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 
settling, by a merchant processor associated with the merchant, the purchase 
transaction through the charge settlement network (col. 6, lines 45-65). 

As per claim 1 1 , Stimson failed to disclose. The method of claim 1 0, further 
comprising: deducting, by the merchant processor, a merchant discount for the 
merchant. Risafi discloses. The method of claim 10, further comprising: deducting, by 
the merchant processor, a merchant discount for the merchant (col. 12, lines 10-19). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify in Stimson with the teachings of Risafi because such a modification 
would allow Stimson to be given a discount for the consumer using the pre-paid card 
with the merchant's logo on the card. 
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As per claim 12, Stimson failed to disclose. The method of claim 9, further 
comprising: routing, by a switch network of the charge settlement network, the selected 
one of the plurality of valid charge numbers to a predetermine processor for the plurality 
of valid charge numbers. Risafi discloses. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 
routing, by a switch network of the charge settlement network, the selected one of the 
plurality of valid charge numbers to a predetermine processor for the plurality of valid 
charge numbers (col. 3, lines 53- col. 4, line 1 6). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify in Stimson 
with the teachings of Risafi because such a modification would allow Stimson to have a 
prepaid card that addresses the problems of merchant-based prepaid cards and to have 
a card that is more flexible than the typical card. 

As per claim 13, Stimson failed to disclose, further comprising: pre-certifying, by 
an issuing bank, the issuing and transaction system as processor for the plurality of 
valid charge numbers; and the routing by the switch network comprising routing the 
selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers to the issuing and transaction 
system. Risafi discloses, further comprising: pre-certifying, by an issuing bank, the 
issuing and transaction system as processor for the plurality of valid charge numbers; 
and the routing by the switch network comprising routing the selected one of the 
plurality of valid charge numbers to the issuing and transaction system (col. 4, line 61- 
col. 5, line 17 and col. 6, lines 38-64). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify in Stimson with the 
teachings of Risafi because such a modification would allow Stimson to go to a issuing 
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bank and to have a randomly generated unique temporary credit transaction number to 
be issued fro a single purchase transaction for a short period of time. 

As per claims 15 and 34, Stimson discloses, the authorizing comprises returning, 
by the issuing and transaction system, authorization information via the charge 
settlement network (col. 2, lines 31-49). 

As per claim 16, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claims 9, 10, and 12. 

As per claim 17, Stimson failed to disclose, wherein the processing by the issuing 
and transaction system further comprises: verifying, by the issuing and transaction 
system, a charge number received via the charge settlement network with the selected 
valid charge number. Risafi discloses, wherein the processing by the issuing and 
transaction system further comprises: verifying, by the issuing and transaction system, a 
charge number received via the charge settlement network with the selected valid 
charge number (col. 4, line 16-47). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify in Stimson with the 
teachings of Risafi because such a modification would allow Graves to have the charge 
number verified and validated for the customer for a transaction. 

As per claims 18, 35, and 36, Stimson failed to disclose, generating, by the 
issuing and transaction system, a valid expiration date corresponding to the selected 
valid charge number; providing, by the issuing and transaction system via the electronic 
communications network, the corresponding valid expiration date with the selected valid 
charge number; and the processing by the issuing and transaction system further 
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comprising verifying an expiration date received via tlie cliarge settlement networl< witli 
tlie corresponding valid expiration date. Risafi discloses, further comprising: 
generating, by the issuing and transaction system, a valid expiration date corresponding 
to the selected valid charge number (col. 4, line 61 -col. 5, line 10); providing, by the 
issuing and transaction system via the electronic communications network, the 
corresponding valid expiration date with the selected valid charge number (col. 12, lines 
20-51); and the processing by the issuing and transaction system further comprising 
verifying an expiration date received via the charge settlement network with the 
corresponding valid expiration date (col. 12, line 52- col. 13, line 9). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify in Stimson with the teachings Risafi because such a modification would allow 
Stimson to have a mock or faux expiration date for the credit transaction number. 

As per claim 19, Stimson and Risafi failed to disclose, wherein the processing by 
the issuing and transaction system further comprises: comparing, by the issuing system, 
a purchase amount received via the charge settlement network with a corresponding 
cash balance. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the processing by the issuing and transaction 
system further comprise: comparing, by the issuing system, a purchase amount 
received via the charge settlement network with a corresponding cash balance because 
this would allow for a system that issues a card for a specific amount and for a specific 
date and time for a transaction and once the transaction is settled the card is no longer 
valid. 
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As per claim 20, Stimson discloses, further comprising: authorizing and settling, 
by the issuing and transaction system, the purchase transaction (col. 5, lines 27-42). 

As per claim 21 , Stimson failed to teach, further comprising: authorizing and 
settling, by the issuing and transaction system, a plurality of purchase transactions, 
each associated with a corresponding one of the plurality of valid charge numbers; and 
sending, by the issuing and transaction system, a plurality of settled purchase 
transactions to a sponsoring bank via an automated clearing house (ACH) batch 
transfer. Risafi discloses, further comprising: authorizing and settling, by the issuing 
and transaction system, a plurality of purchase transactions, each associated with a 
corresponding one of the plurality of valid charge numbers; and sending, by the issuing 
and transaction system, a plurality of settled purchase transactions to a sponsoring 
bank via an automated clearing house (ACH) batch transfer (col. 10, lines 32-67). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify in Stimson with the teachings of Risafi because such a modification 
would allow Risafi to have a system that can send a transaction number or similar 
transaction information to a merchant for settlement of a purchase. 

As per claim 22, Stimson and Risafi failed to disclose, settling, by the sponsoring 
bank, the plurality of purchase transactions. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to settle by the sponsoring 
bank, the plurality of phase transactions because this would allow Stimson and Risafi's 
systems to have a financial repository for holding and transferring funds associated with 
a transaction. 
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As per claims 23 and 38, Stimson and Risafi failed to disclose, the detecting a 
request comprises detecting, by the issuing and transaction system, an online purchase 
transaction between an online merchant and the user via a computer communications 
network; and establishing, by the issuing system, an electronic mail account that 
enables communication between the online merchant and the user via the computer 
communications network. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have the detecting a request comprises 
detecting, by the issuing and transaction system, an online purchase transaction 
between an online merchant and the user via a computer communications network; and 
establishing, by the issuing system, an electronic mail account that enables 
communication between the online merchant and the user via the computer 
communications network because such a system would have the capability to send a 
message if the purchase transaction is approved or not approved by the merchant. 

As per claims 24, 39, and 40, Stimson and Risafi failed to disclose, generating, 
by the issuing and transaction system, an email address linked to a prepaid cash 
account associated with the user; and providing; by the issuing system; the email 
address to the online merchant during the purchase transaction. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
generate by the issuing and transaction system, an email address linked to a prepaid 
cash account associated with the user; and providing; by the issuing system; the email 
address to the online merchant during the purchase transaction because this would 
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allow for the ability to send a message to the user as to whether the purchase has been 
approved or denied. 

As per claims 25 and 41 , These dependent claims are rejected for the similar 
rationale as given above for claim 18. 

As per claim 37, Stimson failed to disclose, wherein the charge settlement 
network comprises an electronic funds transfer (EFT) network. Risafi discloses. The 
charge number issuing system of claim 31 , wherein the charge settlement network 
comprises an electronic funds transfer (EFT) network (col. 13, line 18-col. 14, line 30). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the charge settlement network comprise an electronics funds transfer 
(EFT) network and to modify in Stimson with the teachings of Risafi because such a 
modification would allow Stimson to have a secure means to transfer funds and to 
provide real time credit. 

As per claim 42, Stimson failed to disclose, A charge number issuing and 
processing system for issuing valid charge numbers via a electronic communications 
network and for processing the valid charge numbers via a charge settlement network, 
comprising: an issuing and transaction system, comprising: a storage device that stores 
a plurality of valid charge numbers issued by an issuing bank; a communication system 
for coupling to and enabling communications with the electronic communications 
network; and a transaction system, coupled to the storage device and the 
communication system, that detects requests for charge numbers via the electronic 
communications network and that provides a selected one of the plurality of valid 
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charge numbers via tlie electronic communications networl< in response to tlie request. 
Risafi discloses, A charge number issuing and processing system for issuing valid 
charge numbers via a electronic communications network and for processing the valid 
charge numbers via a charge settlement network, comprising: an issuing and 
transaction system, comprising: a storage device that stores a plurality of valid charge 
numbers issued by an issuing bank; a communication system for coupling to and 
enabling communications with the electronic communications network; and a 
transaction system, coupled to the storage device and the communication system, that 
detects requests for charge numbers via the electronic communications network and 
that provides a selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers via the electronic 
communications network in response to the request and a processor system, coupled to 
the transaction system, for coupling to and enabling communications with the charge 
settlement network and a switch network, for coupling to the charge settlement network, 
that routes any of the plurality of valid charge numbers entered into the charge 
settlement network to the issuing and transaction system for processing (col. 1 1 , line 1- 
col. 13, line 62). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify in Stimson with the teachings of Risafi 
because such a modification would allow Stimson to have the ability to communicate 
with a charge settlement network and to route valid charge numbers to the charge 
settlement network. 

As per claim 43, Stimson failed to disclose, the storage device storing an 
accounts database including at least one prepaid cash account; and the transaction 
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system configured to autliorize a purcliase transaction submitted for autliorization via 
tlie cliarge settlement networl< witli selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers 
if a cash balance in a prepaid cash account is sufficient to cover a purchase amount of 
the purchase transaction. Risafi discloses, the storage device storing an accounts 
database including at least one prepaid cash account; and the transaction system 
configured to authorize a purchase transaction submitted for authorization via the 
charge settlement network with selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers if a 
cash balance in a prepaid cash account is sufficient to cover a purchase amount of the 
purchase transaction (col. 10, lines 1-31). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Stimson with the 
teachings of Risafi because such a modification would allow Risafi to have a database 
or memory for storing transaction accounts and valid charge numbers. 

As per claim 44, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claim 16. 

As per claim 45, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claim 38, 

As per claim 46, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claim 39. 

As per claim 47, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claim35. 

As per claim 48, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claim 28. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments filed 03/11/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Issue no. 1 : Applicants' argue: Stimson in view of Risafi does not show "detecting a 
request by the user via the electronic communications network for one of a plurality of 
valid charge numbers, providing via the electronic communications network, the 
associated valid charge number in response to the request and the numbers are not 
requested by the user via the electronic communications network in response to the 
request as recited in claim 1 . Also, Stimson does not show or suggest receiving a valid 
charge number in response to a request conducted via an electronic communication 
network and there is not suggestion within either reference for providing valid charge 
numbers via an electronic response to a request and since the numbers are generally 
already encoded or printed on a card there is no motivation or need for doing so has 
been considered but is not persuasive. Response: It is obvious the user would have to 
make a request for a valid charge number, otherwise there would not be any need for 
the user to get a charge number. This claim limitation the manner in which it is 
interpreted could be at least two ways. The first way is that the user who is using a 
communications network requests a valid charge number and second that the 
communications network detects a request from a user to issue a valid charge number. 
There is a lack of clarity in this claim limitation as written. Therefore, it is interpreted 
that Stimson does disclose this claim limitation in col. 6, lines 20-44. If the charge 
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numbers are not encoded and known to be valid numbers. It is unclear how they 
become valid charge numbers? 

Issue no. 2: Applicants' argue: Stimson in view of Risafi does not show a charge 
number issuing and transaction system and authorizing valid charge numbers via an 
electronic communications network including a storage device which stores a plurality of 
valid charge numbers issued by an issuing bank and "an issuing and transaction 
system, coupled to the storage device and the network system that detects a request by 
a user for a charge number via the electronic communications network and that issues a 
selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers via the electronic communications 
network in response to the request as recited in claim 26 has been considered but is not 
persuasive. Response: Risafi discloses that the card is shipped to the agent without a 
PIN and a value pre-stored on the card. The card does not acquire a PIN until the user 
purchases the card and selects a PIN and the initial account is activated in col. 7, lines 
19-55. 

Issue no. 3: Applicants' argue: Stimson in view of Risafi does not show a charge 
number issuing and transaction system for issuing valid charge numbers via an 
electronic communications network including an issuing and transaction system 
comprising a storage device that stores a plurality of valid charge numbers issued by an 
issuing bank, a communication system and "a transaction system coupled to the 
storage device and the communication system, that detects requests for charge 
numbers via the electronic communications network" and "that provides a selected one 
of the plurality of valid charge numbers via the electronic communications network in 
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response to the request "as recited in claim 42 and in claims 3 and 28 Risafi discusses 
a PIN number which is not written on a card but instead chosen by the user and the PIN 
is not a valid charge number provided by an issuing bank and is not provided by the 
user via a telephonic communications system in response to the request has been 
considered but is not persuasive. Response: Risafi does disclose a card that can be 
used in place of prepaid telephone cards and there are two ways of activating a card- 
individual and batch activation. It is also possible for the issuer to activate the card on 
the card user's behalf. 

During patent examination the pending claims must be interpreted as broadly as their 
terms reasonably allow. In re Z\etz\Z USPQ2d, 1320 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

Claims in a pending application should be given their broadest possible interpretation. 
In re Pearson, 181 USPQ 641 (CCPA 1974). 

We are not persuaded by an sound reason why, at any time before the patent is 
granted, an applicant should have limitations of the specification read into a claim where 
no express statement of the limitation is included in the claim ... However, this court 
has consistently taken the tack that claims yet unpatented are to be given the broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification during the examination of a 
patent application since the applicant may then amend his claims, the thought being to 
reduce the possibility that, after the patent is granted, the claims may be interpreted as 
giving broader coverage than is justified. In re Prater, 162 USPQ 541 (CCPA 1969). 
Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Muftic (US 5,850,442) disclosed electronic transactions that can be securely 
performed utilizing smart token technology. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 571-272-6741 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 5:30AM- 
3:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dixon Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 

June 2, 2008 



